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. .. Well by the time this column is out, | am
. | attended the National Convention in betting we will have survived the holidays and be
Washington, DC this past July and learned tons ofentyring into the new year. Each of us knows there

things. One major accomplishment was the repeak@fi be challenges and opportunities in both our per-
competitive bidding. However, the bill is not gane sonal and professional lives.

ASCLS needs to work on it and propose a new bill.
LSCLS had our fall board meeting on August 23, When Cathy asked me to put together a col-
2008. At this meeting several items such as studentnn | wondered what | might say about ASCLS that
forum activities, Leadership Academy recruitment would inspire those of you who are involved to stay
tools, website additions and area representative dutiedved, and encourage those of you who are con-
were discussed. The minutes for this meeting andsidering becoming involved to do so. | also thought
several previous meetings are posted on the webditét just maybe 7 with a bit of luck - I could con-
Currently, | am working on the spring vince someone who is not a member to realize how
LSCLS/MSASCLS meeting. It will be April 2380, important it is to belong to ASCLS and LSCLS. | first
2009 in Alexandria, LA. The convention committegi™®w a blank but then | remembered that another

is currently working on getting speakers and vend&&gional Director had been asked a question about
If anyone is interested please contact me. membership benefits and had given an eloquent tes-

If there is anything else that I can do for yoLﬁmonial to the importance of ASCLS membership. |

- now her comments mirror how | feel and why | be-
as the President of LSCLS, please let me know. lieve that joining ASCLS and becoming an active

member was one of the best professional decisions |
mad e . So with Lezlee Kochos
ing this for each of you to read and reflect upon.
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I l ook forward to seeing s omeMSanketinginthé Sptinganir i ends 6

am excited about meeting some of you whom |I dono6t

| wish for each of you a very healthy, happy, and rewarding 2009.

Linda

ASCLS Membership - What's In It For Me?
By: Lezlee Koch, Region V Director & A Proud ASCLS Professional Member Since 1974!

JOB SATISFACTION COMES FROM WORKING ALONGSIDE PEOPLE | RESPECT AND ENJOY. BUT CIRCUM-

STANCES CHANGE. PERSONNEL COME AND GO. THE PROFESSIONAL CHEMISTRY THAT WORKED SO WELL ONE
YEAR MAY NOT BE THERE THE NEXT.

THERE IS, HOWEVER, ONE SURE WAY TO GUARANTEE I'LL ALWAYS BE SURROUNDED BY COLLEAGUES WHO
ARE STIMULATING, POSITIVE PROFESSIONALS AND THAT IS TO RENEW MY MEMBERSHIP IN THE AMERICAN SO-
CIETY FOR CLINICAL LABORATORY SCIENCE (ASCLS). TO BE A TRUE PROFESSIONAL | KNOW | MUST BE A
PROFESSIONAL MEMBER IN AN ORGANIZATION THAT PROMOTES AND ADVOCATES FOR MY PROFESSION. JUST
BY BEING AN ACTIVE MEMBER IN ASCLS IS AN ATTESTATION THAT | AM A TRUE PROFESSIONAL NOT JUST A
LABORATORY WORKER AND MY MEMBERSHIP INSTANTLY WIDENS MY CIRCLE OF PROFESSIONAL CONTACTS
AND FRIENDS TO A FAMILY OF 10,000!

ASCLS MEMBERSHIP DISSOLVES THE BARRIERS THAT CUT ME OFF FROM PEERS ACROSS TOWN AND ACROSS
THE NATION. IT OPENS THE DOORS TO MANY OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADVANCING MY CAREER.

AMONG ALL THE ASSOCIATIONS SERVING THE MANY SPECIALTIES WITHIN CLINICAL LABORATORY SCIENCE,
ASCLS 1S UNIQUE. ASCLS IS LED BY CLINICAL LABORATORY SCIENCE PROFESSIONALS JUST LIKE ME - PRO-
FESSIONALS WHO UNDERSTAND THE DEMANDS | FACE AND MY DESIRE FOR PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION -
AND NOT PHYSICIANS OR OTHER HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS.

ASCLS BRINGS TOGETHER THE CONCERNS OF ALL CLINICAL LABORATORY SCIENCE PROFESSIONALS.
ASCLS, THROUGH ITS MEMBERS, SPEAKS FOR THE WHOLE PROFESSION IN A VOICE STRONG ENOUGH TO GAIN
RESPECT AND RECOGNITION FOR MY CONTRIBUTION TO HEALTH CARE. IN OTHER WORDS€ AS AN ASCLS
MEMBER INSTEAD OF SPEAKING AS A SINGLE PRACTITIONER, MY VOICE, MY VALUE AND MY VISION RINGS OUT
WITH THE STRENGTH OF 10,000 VOICES. | KNOW | AM HEARD AND THAT WHAT | DO BRINGS TRUE VALUE TO
HEALTH CARE.

THE TOP BENEFITS | RECEIVE EVERYDAY FROM MY ASCLS MEMBERSHIP AND THAT | DON& RECEIVE JUST
WORKING IN THE PROFESSION INCLUDES:
Z | HAVE MULTIPLE OPPORTUNITIES TO ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN AND BE AN ADVOCATE FOR REGU-
LATORY, LEGISLATIVE, EDUCATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL ISSUES RELATED TO AND IMPACTING
MY CHOSEN PROFESSION.
Z | HAVE ACCESS TO ADDITIONAL COST-SAVING MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS THAT ARE NOT AVAILABLE
TO ME THROUGH MY EMPLOYER; PROFESSIONAL PUBLICATIONS, INSURANCE PROGRAMS, CREDIT
CARDS, TRAVEL, HOTEL ROOMS, CAR RENTALS, ETC.
Z | HAVE A VERY LARGE VOICE THAT PROMOTES ONLY THE HIGHEST PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS.
Z | CONTINUOUSLY RECEIVE CURRENT INFORMATION ON LEGISLATIVE , REGULATORY, AND PROFES-

SIONAL ISSUES THROUGH PUBLICATIONS AND ELECTRONIC INFORMATION SHARING. THIS ASCLS
MEMBERSHIP: CONTINUED ON PAGE 4:

"Support Bacteria-
That's the only culture some people have"
-Larry the Cable Guy
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