
Hello, 

I attended the National Convention in 

Washington, DC this past July and learned tons of 

things. One major accomplishment was the repeal of 

competitive bidding. However, the bill is not gone ï 

ASCLS needs to work on it and propose a new bill. 

LSCLS had our fall board meeting on August 23, 

2008. At this meeting several items such as student 

forum activities, Leadership Academy recruitment 

tools, website additions and area representative duties 

were discussed.  The minutes for this meeting and 

several previous meetings are posted on the website. 

Currently, I am working on the spring 

LSCLS/MS-ASCLS meeting. It will be April 27-30, 

2009 in Alexandria, LA. The convention committee 

is currently working on getting speakers and vendors. 

If anyone is interested please contact me. 

If there is anything else that I can do for you 

as the President of LSCLS, please let me know. 

  

Thank you, 

Jessica Lasiter 
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Well by the time this column is out,  I am 

betting  we will have survived the holidays and be 
venturing into the new year. Each of us knows there 

will be challenges and opportunities in both our per-
sonal and professional lives.  

 

When Cathy asked me to put together a col-
umn  I wondered what I might say about  ASCLS that 

would inspire those of you who are involved to stay 
involved, and encourage those of you who are con-

sidering becoming involved to do so.  I also thought 
that just maybe ï with  a bit of luck - I could con-

vince someone who is not a member to realize how 

important it is to belong to ASCLS and LSCLS.  I first 
drew a blank but then I remembered that another 

Regional Director had been asked  a question about 
membership benefits and had given an eloquent tes-

timonial to the importance of ASCLS membership.  I 

know her comments mirror how I feel and why I be-
lieve that joining ASCLS and becoming an active 

member was one of the best professional decisions I 
made.   So with Lezlee Kochôs approval, I am includ-

ing this for each of you to read and reflect upon.   
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Region VII Directorôs Words: continued from page 1:  
 

I look forward to seeing some of my óold friendsô at the joint LA-MS meeting in the Spring and 
am excited about meeting some of you whom I donôt yet know.  

 

 I wish for each of you a very healthy, happy, and rewarding 2009.  
 

Linda  
___________________________________________________________________ 

 

ASCLS Membership -  What's In It For Me?  
By:   Lezlee Koch, Region V Director & A Proud ASCLS Professional Member Since 1974!  

 

  JJOBOB   SATISFACTIONSATISFACTION   COMESCOMES  FROMFROM  WORKINGWORKING   ALONGSIDEALONGSIDE   PEOPLEPEOPLE   I I RESPECTRESPECT  ANDAND   ENJOYENJOY . B. BUTUT  CIRCUM-CIRCUM-

STANCESSTANCES   CHANGECHANGE . P. PERSONNELERSONNEL   COMECOME  ANDAND   GOGO. T. THEHE  PROFESSIONALPROFESSIONAL   CHEMISTRYCHEMISTRY  THATTHAT   WORKEDWORKED   SOSO  WELLWELL   ONEONE  

YEARYEAR   MAYMAY   NOTNOT  BEBE   THERETHERE  THETHE  NEXTNEXT.  .    
  

TTHEREHERE  ISIS, , HOWEVERHOWEVER, , ONEONE  SURESURE  WAYWAY   TOTO  GUARANTEEGUARANTEE   I'I'LLLL   ALWAYSALWAYS   BEBE   SURROUNDEDSURROUNDED  BYBY   COLLEAGUESCOLLEAGUES   WHOWHO  

AREARE   STIMULATINGSTIMULATING , , POSITIVEPOSITIVE  PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS   ANDAND   THATTHAT   ISIS  TOTO  RENEWRENEW  MYMY  MEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIP   ININ  THETHE  AAMERICANMERICAN   SSO-O-

CIETYCIETY  FORFOR  CCLINICALLINICAL   LL ABORATORYABORATORY   SSCIENCECIENCE  (ASCLS). T(ASCLS). T OO  BEBE   AA  TRUETRUE  PROFESSIONAPROFESSIONALL   I I KNOWKNOW   I I MUSTMUST  BEBE   AA  

PROFESSIONALPROFESSIONAL   MEMBERMEMBER   ININ  ANAN   ORGANIZATIONORGANIZATION   THATTHAT   PROMOTESPROMOTES  ANDAND   ADVOCATESADVOCATES   FORFOR  MYMY  PROFESSIONPROFESSION.  J.  JUSTUST  

BYBY   BEINGBEING   ANAN   ACTIVEACTIVE   MEMBERMEMBER   ININ  ASCLS ASCLS ISIS  ANAN   ATTESTATIONATTESTATION   THATTHAT   I I AMAM   AA  TRUETRUE  PROFESSIONALPROFESSIONAL   NOTNOT  JUSTJUST   AA  

LABORATORYLABORATORY   WORKERWORKER   ANDAND   MYMY  MEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIP   INSTANTLYINSTANTLY   WIDENSWIDENS  MYMY  CIRCLECIRCLE   OFOF  PROFESSIONALPROFESSIONAL   CONTACTSCONTACTS   

ANDAND   FRIENDSFRIENDS  TOTO  AA  FAMILYFAMILY   OFOF  10,000!10,000!   
  

ASCLS ASCLS MEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIP   DISSOLVESDISSOLVES   THETHE  BARRIERSBARRIERS   THATTHAT   CUTCUT  MEME  OFFOFF  FROMFROM  PEERSPEERS  ACROSSACROSS   TOWNTOWN  ANDAND   ACROSSACROSS   

THETHE  NATIONNATION . I. ITT  OPENSOPENS  THETHE  DOORSDOORS  TOTO  MANYMANY   OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES  FORFOR  ADVANCINGADVANCING   MYMY  CAREERCAREER ..  
  

AAMONGMONG  ALLALL   THETHE  ASSOCIATIONSASSOCIATIONS   SERVINGSERVING  THETHE  MANYMANY   SPECIALTIESSPECIALTIES   WITHINWITHIN  CLINICALCLINICAL   LABORATORYLABORATORY   SCIENCESCIENCE, , 

ASCLS ASCLS ISIS  UNIQUEUNIQUE.  ASCLS .  ASCLS ISIS  LEDLED   BYBY   CLINICALCLINICAL   LABORATORYLABORATORY   SCIENCESCIENCE  PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS   JUSTJUST  LIKELIKE   MEME  --  PRO-PRO-

FESSIONALSFESSIONALS   WHOWHO  UNDERSTANDUNDERSTAND   THETHE  DEMANDSDEMANDS   I I FACEFACE   ANDAND   MYMY  DESIREDESIRE  FORFOR  PROFESSIONALPROFESSIONAL   RECOGNITIONRECOGNITION  --  

ANDAND   NOTNOT  PHYSICIANSPHYSICIANS   OROR  OTHEROTHER  HEALTHCAREHEALTHCARE   PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS ..  
  

ASCLS ASCLS BRINGSBRINGS   TOGETHERTOGETHER  THETHE  CONCERNSCONCERNS  OFOF  ALLALL   CLINICALCLINICAL   LABORATORYLABORATORY   SCIENCESCIENCE  PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS . . 

ASCLS, ASCLS, THROUGHTHROUGH  ITSITS  MEMBERSMEMBERS , , SPEAKSSPEAKS   FORFOR  THETHE  WHOLEWHOLE   PROFESSIONPROFESSION  ININ  AA  VOICEVOICE  STRONGSTRONG  ENOUGHENOUGH  TOTO  GAINGAIN   

RESPECTRESPECT  ANDAND   RECOGNITIONRECOGNITION  FORFOR  MYMY  CONTRIBUTIONCONTRIBUTION   TOTO  HEALTHHEALTH   CARECARE .  I.  INN  OTHEROTHER  WORDSWORDSé é ASAS   ANAN   ASCLS ASCLS 

MEMBERMEMBER   INSTEADINSTEAD   OFOF  SPEAKINGSPEAKING   ASAS   AA  SINGLESINGLE   PRACTITIONERPRACTITIONER , , MYMY  VOICEVOICE, , MYMY  VALUEVALUE   ANDAND   MYMY  VISIONVISION  RINGSRINGS  OUTOUT  

WITHWITH  THETHE  STRENGTHSTRENGTH  OFOF  10,000 10,000 VOICESVOICES.  I .  I KNOWKNOW   I I AMAM   HEARDHEARD   ANDAND   THATTHAT   WHATWHAT   I I DODO  BRINGSBRINGS   TRUETRUE  VALUEVALUE   TOTO  

HEALTHHEALTH   CARECARE ..  

    

TTHEHE  TOPTOP  BENEFITSBENEFITS   I I RECEIVERECEIVE  EVERYDAYEVERYDAY   FROMFROM  MYMY  ASCLS ASCLS MEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIP   ANDAND   THATTHAT   I I DONDONôôTT  RECEIVERECEIVE  JUSTJUST  

WORKINGWORKING   ININ  THETHE  PROFESSIONPROFESSION  INCLUDESINCLUDES ::   

ZZ            I I HAVEHAVE   MULTIPLEMULTIPLE   OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES  TOTO  ACTIVELYACTIVELY   PARTICIPATEPARTICIPATE   ININ  ANDAND   BEBE   ANAN   ADVOCATEADVOCATE   FORFOR  REGU-REGU-

LATORYLATORY , , LEGISLATIVELEGISLATIVE , , EDUCATIONALEDUCATIONAL   ANDAND   PROFESSIONALPROFESSIONAL   ISSUESISSUES  RELATEDRELATED   TOTO  ANDAND   IMPACTINGIMPACTING   

MYMY  CHOSENCHOSEN  PROFESSIONPROFESSION..  
ZZ            I I HAVEHAVE   ACCESSACCESS   TOTO  ADDITIONALADDITIONAL   COSTCOST--SAVINGSAVING   MEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIP   BENEFITSBENEFITS   THATTHAT   AREARE   NOTNOT  AVAILABLEAVAILABLE   

TOTO  MEME  THROUGHTHROUGH  MYMY  EMPLOYEREMPLOYER ; ; PROFESSIONALPROFESSIONAL   PUBLICATIONSPUBLICATIONS , , INSURANCEINSURANCE   PROGRAMSPROGRAMS , , CREDITCREDIT  

CARDSCARDS , , TRAVELTRAVEL , , HOTELHOTEL   ROOMSROOMS, , CARCAR   RENTALSRENTALS , , ETCETC..  

ZZ            I I HAVEHAVE   AA  VERYVERY  LARGELARGE   VOICEVOICE  THATTHAT   PROMOTESPROMOTES  ONLYONLY   THETHE  HIGHESTHIGHEST  PROFESSIONALPROFESSIONAL   STANDARDSSTANDARDS ..  

ZZ            I I CONTINUOUSLYCONTINUOUSLY   RECEIVERECEIVE  CURRENTCURRENT  INFORMATIONINFORMATION   ONON  LEGISLATIVELEGISLATIVE , , REGULATORYREGULATORY , , ANDAND   PROFES-PROFES-

SIONALSIONAL   ISSUESISSUES  THROUGHTHROUGH    PUBLICATIONSPUBLICATIONS   ANDAND   ELECTRONICELECTRONIC   INFORMATIONINFORMATION   SHARINGSHARING .  T.  THISHIS  ASCLS ASCLS 
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