LSCLS Board Meeting Minutes – Spring 2026
March 4, 2026
Biloxi, MS

I. Call to Order: Judy Garic called the meeting to order at 8:30am
II. Attendance: Judy Garic, Michele Edmiston, Karen Williams, Norma Bivona, Evelyn Tidwell, Michaela Griffith, Alex Garcia, Juliana Kemege, Rosalie Hendrix, Jessica Lasiter, James Gardner, Joanie Brocato, Daniel Held, Deborah Fox, Renita Benjamin, Dylan Andersen, Emilea Haddox
III. Financial Status of the Society
a. Around $3000 in the checking account, CD Savings account is fine
b. Pleased with the realistic budget
IV. Quorum established
V. Fall 2025 Board Meeting Minutes
a. Danny Held motioned to approve the minutes, Carly Preston-Griffin seconded
VI. Nominations: 
a. Term Establishments
i. Area I Representative: Cheryl Caskey, 2024 - 2027
ii. Area II Representative: Evelyn Tidwell, 2025-2028
iii. Area III Representative: Sona Kumar, 2024 – 2027
iv. Area IV Representative: Sonya Hidalgo, 2024 – 2027
v. Area V Representative: KayDee Dennis, 2025 – 2028
vi. Area VI Representative: Joanie Brocato, 2025 – 2028
vii. Area VII Representative – Daniel Held, 2023 – 2026
1. No other nominations; Vote called; Elected; Danny Held elected to serve 2026 – 2029
b. Term Establishment Discussion
i. Questions were posed regarding the term establishments and how to proceed when someone in a leadership position steps down before their term is completed.
ii. Due to time constraints, Carly Preston-Griffin proposed that the Nominations Committee table the term establishment discussion to a later date, seconded by Michele Edmiston
iii. Jessica Lasiter proposed that the Nominations Committee meet outside of the board meeting and make a plan to be proposed at the next board meeting, seconded by Michele Edmiston
c. Nominations Committee: 
i. Chair: Christen Diel nominated by Jessica Lasiter; Nomination Accepted; Vote called; Elected
ii. Additional Committee Members: 
1. Karen Williams nominated Debbie Fox; Nomination Accepted; Voted Called; Elected
2. Karen Williams nominated Hannah Darden; Nomination Accepted, Vote Called, Elected
VII. Board Reports: Call to Action
a. Membership: Move a focus to marketing membership to hospitals and other medical laboratories
i. Jessica Lasiter asked if LSCLS can inquire about the group discounts on the membership packages.  The discount was significant in previous year, and has decreased to a very small amount
b. Awards: Move to an online submission form to streamline the process and acquire nominations more readily, and to simplify the requirements. Carly Preston motioned to approve, Jessica Lasiter seconded. The Awards Committee will work on these for next spring.
c. Scholarship: Danny Held proposed that the notary form be removed from the scholarship application, and several educators agreed. Jessica Lasiter seconded. The Scholarship Committee Chair, Mikayla Puckett was absent, will be notified about this decision.
d. Student Bowl: Rosalie Hendrix is stepping down, Juliana Kemege will serve as chair.
VIII. Delegates
a. Judy Garic, President; Carly Preston, President-Elect, Norma Bivona, Christen Diel, Melonie Falcon, Hannah Darden (alternate)- Carly Preston motioned the delegates be approved, Karen Williams seconded.
IX. Old Business
a. Bylaws: Not complete, Carly Preston and Karen Williams are working hard to update.
b. Student Bowl Travelling Trophy: Danny Held and Jessica Lasiter will work on a trophy item for winning Student Bowl teams.
c. Canva Account for the Newsletter: motion to vote to allow a Canva for teams for $150/year; Carly Preston motioned to approve, Michele Edmiston seconded
X. New Business
a. Participation in the Rural Health Transformation Program
i. Create a team to pre-plan for the meetings. The state of Louisiana is awarding money for this program; LSCLS needs to make a grant proposal. 
ii. Karen Williams proposed a committee be formed, Carly suggested an educator be on the committee, Danny Held and Joanie Brocato both agreed to serve.
b. 2027 Bistate Meeting: March 10-12 – Melonie Falcon and Judy Garic are co-chairs for the Planning Committee; Signup sheet available
i. Judy Garic is hoping to make packets to give local hospitals packets to promote the event
c. Meet and Greets
i. Lake Charles, Natchitoches; has not seen much return; Jessica Lasiter and Michele Edmiston expressed concern about recruiting due to the expense of membership. 
d. Developing Professional Meeting: Norma Bivona announced the newly elected officers
i. Michaela Griffith – Chair, Louisiana Tech University
ii. Alajah Nealy – Vice Chair, Xavier
iii. Alexander Garcia – Secretary, University of Louisiana Monroe
iv. New Ascending Professional – Julia Johnson agreed to serve
e. LSBME removal of temporary licensure
i. CLPC meeting on March 11th, open attendance. 
ii. MLS trainee licenses are available; not allowed to report results.
iii. Lab Assistant license, also implemented through the employer, cannot do high complexity testing.  
iv. Ochsner Health is working on implementing the MLS trainee positions.
f. Accolades
i. Sonya Hidalgo received an award for her “Lab in a Bag” presentation
XI. Adjournment: Carly Preston motioned to adjourn, James Gardner seconded
